U.S. Security Policy Toward Africa:

Talking Points for Resist Africom
(19 March 2010)

We believe that the U.S. security policy toward Africa should be based on the following principals:

· That U.S. foreign policy and development aid must be directed by the appropriate agencies (the Department of State and the Agency for International Development), rather than by the security agencies (the Department of Defense and the Central Intelligence Agency).  We support efforts to ensure that that the State Department and the Agency for International Development receive the adequate funding and other resources they require to carry out their functions.

· That U.S. foreign policy must be transparent and accountable.  We support efforts to ensure that the development and implementation of all foreign policy activities are open to legislative and public oversight and control.

· That democracy and the establishment of governments that are accountable to their citizens are the only true basis for the establishment of security and stability in Africa.  We support efforts to ensure that the U.S. government fully and effectively supports the rule of law and the creation of genuinely democratic governments that are accountable to their citizens.

· That the U.S. government must stop the supply of arms, military training, and other security assistance to African governments and non-state actors that are responsible for violence against refugees and internally displaced people (especially against women and children), violation of human rights, and aggression against other countries.  We support efforts to establish effective legal mechanisms that will ensure that U.S. security assistance provided by both the Department of State and the Department of Defense is not supplied to regimes and organizations that abuse civilians, violate human rights, or carry out acts of aggression.

· That the United States must develop a genuine partnership with the people of Africa that shows respect for the views and requirements of African civil society.  We support efforts to prioritize relations with truly democratic governments and to ensure that U.S. policy meets the needs of the people of Africa.

· That civil society in African countries must play a leading role in the resolution of conflict.  We support efforts to ensure that civil society organizations (particularly women’s organizations) are effectively represented in all efforts to achieve the peaceful resolution of African conflicts.

· That the U.S. government must prioritize support for multilateral collaboration over unilateral action.  We support the efforts of these institutions, including the United Nations, the African Union, African regional organizations, and the five regional African Standby Brigades to resolve African conflicts, protect civilians (especially women and children), prevent violations of human rights, and stop acts of aggression without the use of violent force.

· That the United Nations, regional organizations, and national governments must take effective action to protect civilians (especially against women and children), prevent violations of human rights, and stop acts of aggression.  We support efforts to ensure that effective measures are included in the mandates of all peacekeeping operations authorized under Chapter 6 of the United Nations charter to protect civilians, end human rights abuses, and stop aggression.

· That the United Nations, regional organizations, and national governments must take effective action to control the illegal and unethical exploitation of Africa’s resources.  We support efforts to ensure that the U.S. government helps create effective and targeted mechanisms at the national, regional, and international levels to prevent the exploitation of resources by armed groups, to guarantee the fair treatment of miners, and to protect the environment.

· That AFRICOM must not be involved in internal conflicts in African countries, as it has been in Uganda, Somalia, and Mali.  We support efforts to prohibit the participation of U.S. military personnel in counter-insurgency operations and counter-terrorism operations in Africa.  

· That terrorism, drug and people trafficking, and piracy must be treated as criminal acts, rather than as military threats.  We support efforts to address these crimes by law enforcement agencies, rather than by AFRICOM and other military agencies.

· That U.S. foreign policy toward Africa must be conducted by the appropriate government agencies, rather than by private military contractors that are not accountable to the law or subject to congressional and public oversight.  We support measures to prohibit the U.S. government from contracting foreign policy out to private military contractors.

The above is set of principles shared amongst a coalition of concerned U.S. and Africa-based organizations and individuals. Please add your name or organization to the list of those who share this position; contact Daniel Volman (dvolman@igc.org) of the Africa Security Research Project or Allison Burket (allisonburket@afjn.org) of the Africa Faith and Justice Network to do so. 
