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Background

) . Inearly 2012, as the Africa Faith & Justice Netk(kFJIN) prepared for its
a Faith and Justice _ o _ _ o
inspired by the 30" anniversary celebration in 2013, it took a clasklat its past activities to

d informed by better understand its accomplishments and areiasppbvement. In the course
ocial Teaching,
d advocates for
s with Africa. Washington have their roots in Africa. More speufiy, it became clear that

of this analysis, it came to light that most of ibsues AFJN deals with in

the economic and development problem that plagdesathas to do with gov-
ernance issues.

From these findings, it became clear tific8FJN isto continueto be relevant

in itsadvocacy for justice for Africa, and make significant impact on African
affairs,there was need to partner with local church comriesin Africa and
empower thernto engage the issues that affect their respectivatdes so they
can advocate for just and better governance witteir countries, bring change
to unjust systems of governance and bring lastihgfien to these issues.

A photo of some of the participants with Archbjsi@harles Palmer-Buckle
of the Archdiocese of Accra



AFJN Presents Findings at SECAM Forum

In November 2012, following initial contact withelsymposium of the Episcopal Conferences of
Africa and Madagascar (SECAM), AFJN was invitedite SECAM Forum in Dar-es-Salaam to
make a presentation to the Bishops and their ctargslgathered for the Forum. In his presenta-
tion, AFJN Executive Director Aniedi Okure explaihhe need to empower Catholics and willing
partners throughout Africa, by conducting leadgyghaining/capacity building so that they in turn
can work with local communities for the transformoatof the society. He noted that the Church
already has a network of structures in place toerthis work. The overall aim is to tackle the per-
ennial challenges of Africa at their roots. Thehbiss and participants at the Forum expressed in-
terest in the project and several bishops, inclydiocra Metropolitan Archbishop Charles Palmer
-Buckle, indicated the desire to have the traimirgkshops in their dioceses.

The team of facilitators: from left Fr. Eric Wiafer. Aniedi Okure, OP,
Julia Tuvi, Fr. Barthelemy Bazemo, MAfr and Fr. iRk Amos

Major Affirmation of AFJN’s Analysis on Governance

Several months after our presentation, the Bislbpdrica affirmed the insights from our
analysis regarding the roots of Africa’s recurrafgllenges. In February 2013, SECAM pub-
lished a Pastoral Letter titled3overnance, Common Good and Democratic Transitiorg-
rica” in which they strongly affirmed that the rootsAdfica’s problems are grounded in govern-
ance issues. The Bishops called on the church aridges interested in the welfare of Africans
to mobilize the faithful, train leaders to engageisty and bridge the great gap that exists be-
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tween the governments and their people so as toiersa culture of just governance that pro-
motes the common good. In May the same year, fonéed Nations (UN) Secretary General
Kofi Annan also declared that the roots of Af-

rica’s problem had to do with governance issue The Bishops called on the Church
and that if one truly wanted to help Africa for  @nd partners interested in the wel-
fare of Africans to mobilize the
faithful, train leaders to engage
society and bridge the great gap
hat exists between governments
their people so as to enshrine
e of just governance that
the common good.

the long run, it was crucial to tackle governance
issues as a matter of urgency. These two affir-
mations provided the much needed incentives

for AFJN to pursue ways to tackle governance
issues throughout the continent of Africa. It be-
came clear that we were on the right track.

Preparations for the Pilot Workshop

After consultations within AFJN and with SECAM dtaf Accra regarding the actual implemen-
tation of the project, and with grant support frma Raskob Foundation for Catholic Activities,
the Archdiocese of Accra was chosen as the fitst pite for the Just Governance and Empow-
erment Project. Preparations for a three day resalevorkshop were coordinated between
AFJN and staff at the Center for Justice, PeaceDmwvelopment at the Catholic Institute for
Business and Technology (CIBT), Accra.

Three-Day Residential Workshop

From October 8 — 10, 2014, 64 participants remtasg various parishes and groups within the
archdiocese of Accra, consisting of men and woryeath and young adults, representatives of
catechists and Ghana association of social scsmf#hered at the Presbyterian Women Center
in Abokobi-Accra Ghana for Empowerment and Advocayrkshop, the first conducted by the
Africa Faith & Justice Network (AFJN)n conjunction with the Catholic Institute for Basss

and Technology, the Symposium of the Episcopal @enice of Africa and Madagascar
(SECAM), the Archdiocesan office of Justice, Peaite Development Commission, and the Na-
tional Secretariat of Catholic Bishops of GhanAacra. The three-day workshop was coordi-
nated by Fr. Eric Wiafe and Julia Tuvi both of Bigsiness and Faith Center of the Catholic In-
stitute of Business and Technology (CIBT). In hela@me address Fr. Eric Wiafe noted that
Ghana was the first in a series of workshops adhessontinent to bring Catholic Social Teach-
ings (CST) to the grassroots for practical appiicet in our daily lives and to empower citizens
to be advocates for the common good and callecadrcipants to be ready to shine the light.



The workshop was launched by the Metropolitan Aisitsp of Accra, the Most Reverend
Charles Palmer-Buckle. In his opening remarks hpreasized the Biblical roots of social justice
and advocacy. He referred to the inaugural sermidesus in Luke 4: 18-21 , who quoting from
the book of the Prophet Isaiah “The Spirit of trerdLis upon me because God has anointed me...
to set free those who are in bondage” concludeitkiesprophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled in him.
The Archbishop reminded patrticipants that theycatked to work to free people from bondage,
to be the salt of the earth, the light of the wanhdl the yeast that makes the dough rise, adding
that Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as the adteodust as the advocate is there to defend our
God given rights, we as followers of Christ andp@nts of the Holy Spirit are called to advo-

cate and defend the rights and dig-

This pilot project was held in Ghana, because
Ghana is of historical significance to Africa:
Ghana is home to Kwame Nkrumah, a leader
ecutive Director Dominican Father I and advocate in the struggle for liberation
Aniedi Okure observed that it was [ from colonial rule, Ghana is host to SECAM
tariat and Accra is the seat of Ghana’s
ational government

nity of others and of ourselves.
In his opening remarks, AFJN Ex-

through divine providence that the
pilot project was held in Ghana,
noting that Ghana is of historical significanceAfoica: that Ghana is home of Kwame Nkrumah,
a leader and advocate in the struggle for Afrii@sration from colonial rule, Ghana is host to
SECAM Secretariat, and Accra is the seat of Ghamati®nal government. As such AFJN ex-
pects participants and citizens of Ghana to taddeship and set a good example for other Afri-
can countries to follow. He pointed out that theuiss that confront Africa are not bigger than us,
guoting an Ethiopian proverBVhen spider web unite, they can tie up a lidn’emphasize the
need for coalition building as an essential padaifocacy. He also emphasized that the goal of
the workshop is to enable participants and comnamib tackle problems that confront them at
the root rather than simply treating the symptomalways looking outside for foreign assis-
tance which can often be detrimental to the actaalls of the local community.

Topics and Training Sessions on Advocacy

Topics covered at the Advocacy Workshop inclugiblical Roots of AdvocadyArchbishop
Charles Palmer-Bucklelglements of Catholic Social Teachifig. John Lewis - CIBT)Africa

in Global PerspectivéFr. Aniedi Okure, OP - AFIJNAfrica and Multinational Corporations
(Fr. Barthelemy Bazemo, MAfr. - AFIJNforeign Aid and Impact on AfricéAniedi Okure, OP -
AFJN), Land Tenure in Ghana and Practical Application @ftkblic Social Teachin¢Dr. Law-
rence Honny)Key Elements of Catholic Bishops of Africa: SECAREstoral Letter on Govern-
ance, Common Good and Demaocratic Transitions ifrcA{fMs. Mavis Anima Bonsu — SCAM),

Foundations for Advocad@niedi Okure, OP and Barthelemy Bazemo, MAfr).



The workshop was achieved in six sessions, eatdwietl by a discussion on specific questions.
The participants came from religious communitiegjtit and faith groups, and all parishes of the
archdiocese of Accra. Most of them in their mid-tives are university graduates with a particu-
lar interest for social justice. They were dividetb four discussion groups. Each group dis-
cussed and analyzed the questions that arose fi@présentations and brought suggestions to
the whole assembly on how to address the issueslaBhtwo sessions focused@oundations

for Advocacy andMaking Things Happen presented by Fr. Aniedi Okure and Fr. Barthelemy
Bazemo both from Africa Faith & Justice Network i€ in Washington. They led participants
through the process of identifying:

- issues and the methodology of fact-finding,

« techniques for analyzing the scope of the issuéeflver local, regional or national,)

« resources available to tackle the issues,

- the appropriate persons responsible,

- building coalition and making things happen

+ Follow strategy

Following Foundations for Advocacy, Fr. Patrick Asndational Coordinator of Justice, Peace
and Development Commission (JPDC) at the Cath@weariat of Ghana led participants on
identifying issues and prioritizing them, on follayp steps, on how to carry out advocacy within
the context of Ghana, and on drafting a communiBaéticipants identified actionable items,
prioritized them and designed action plan to adsdtiesse issues. They hope that by the end of
December 2014, they would have completed theghake of the action plan consisting of iden-
tification and analysis of issues and building taal. After the New Year, they plan to begin
the implementation of the next phase; that is, ‘imgkhings happen”. Fr. Eric Wiafe of CIBT,

Fr. Patrick Amos (Ghana Bishops Conference) and Juivi (Justice, Peace and Development
Center at CIBT) will coordinate these follow upigittes locally and in conjunction with AFJN.
Participants also drafted a memorandum, committiegnselves to a deepening of faith in the
Gospel, to upholding and applying the principle€atholic Social Teaching for the Common
Good, to developing a Ghana Chapter of Africa F&ithustice Network (AFJN), and in the light
of the Gospel, to be advocates for the transfoonaif society. The participants overwhelming
underscored the significance and relevance of tiréstop in the context of Ghana and Africa at
large. They are particularly grateful for the cleoaf Ghana in AFJN’s campaign for just govern-

ance.



Conclusion of Workshop

At the closing session, AFJN Executive Director,ARiedi Okure engaged participants in a dia-
logue on what they took away from the workshop, hiogy felt equipped to carry out advocacy
and what else they thought they needed to “makegshihappen”. Participants indicated they felt
overwhelmed initially, given the amount of inforneat at the initial sessions. They indicated that
these were new to them and wondered why thesema¢made known earlier. By the middle of
the second day, the overwhelming feeling turned: irfithis is not right”, “we have to do some-
thing” feeling. By the third day, they felt compedl to be advocates. Participants indicated that
the design of the program leading to “FoundatiamsAidvocacy and Making Things Happen”

was like actually leading them through practicgderkence.

By the middle of the second day, the
In his concluding remarks, Fr. Aniedi Okure overwhelming feeling turned into:

thanked participants for their very active and| “this IS not right”, “we have to do

lively participation in the workshop, their co omething” feeling. By the third day,
_ elt compelled to be advocates.
mitment to carry forward what they have

learned during the three days, and reminded

them not to forget that the Archbishop is solidghind them as they embark on the actual imple-
mentation of advocacy for the common good and émdggovernance. Above all, they should
not forget that God is with them.

He encouraged them to urgently follow up on thaessthey have identified, starting with what
they see as the most achievable, and not to thiakdre too small a group to make a difference
or change their situation. He quoted an Africanvprb:“If you think one is too small to make a
difference, try sleeping in a room with one mosmuitit” illustrate that they are too small or too
few to make things happen for the common good. dtechthat throughout history great things
have been achieved by a handful of people who determined and committed to make a dif-
ference. Christianity, for example, now a worldgeln with over two billion members, was
spread by a handful of disciples. They were equippi¢h the truth, the truth that set them free
from fear and emboldened them to face stiff opjpmsiand threats to their lives. They spread the
good news of our salvation and challenged the tisjystems of their time. We too can do the
same for our generation, for the generations toecand for the common good.



Basic Facts about Ghana

(source: Fact Monster)

Government Constitutional democracy.

President: John Dramani Mahama (2012)

Land area: 88,811 sg mi (230,020 sq km); total area: 92,4565(239,460 sq km)
Population (2014 est.): 25,758,108

Capital (2011 est.): Accra, 2.573 mil- —

lion Faso

Monetary unit: Cedi Guinea Benin
Languages:Asante 14.8%, Ewe 12.7¢ Nigeria
Fante 9.9%, Boron (Brong) 4.6%, Da-zm’:I Leane

gomba 4.3%, Dangme 4.3%, Dagarte Liberia
(Dagaba) 3.7%, Akyem 3.4%, Ga 3.4
Akuapem 2.9%, other (includes Engli Abidjan

- Gulf of Guinea
(official) 36.1% (2000 census)

Religions Christian 71.2% (Pentecostal/Charismatic 28.3fate8tant 18.4%, Catholic
13.1%, other 11.4%), Muslim 17.6%, traditional 5,2%ther 0.8%, none 5.2% (2010 cen
sus)

Literacy rate: 71.5% (2010 est.)

Economic summary:GDP/PPP (2013 est.): $90.41 billion; per capit®&83, Real growth
rate: 7.9%. Inflation: 11%. Unemployment: 11% (2@3®.). Arable land: 20.12%. Agricu
ture: cocoa, rice, coffee, cassava (tapioca), geanarn, shea nuts, bananas; timber. La
force: 12.07 million (2013 est.); agriculture 56@tdustry 15%, services 29% (2005 est.
Industries: mining, lumbering, light manufacturirdiminum smelting, food processing,
cement, small commercial ship building. Naturabreses: gold, timber, industrial dia-
monds, bauxite, manganese, fish, rubber, hydropgwesroleum, silver, salt, limestone.
Exports: $13.37 billion (2013 est.): oil, gold, cag timber, tuna, bauxite, aluminum, ma
ganese ore, diamonds. Imports: $14.03 billion (2€4t]).




Resolution by participants at the end of the threaday
workshop on Catholic Social Teaching,
Advocacy and Community Empowerment at the
Presbyterian Women’s Centre, Abokobi
from 8" to 10" October, 2014.

‘W.e, the participants at the end of the three-dayoakshop on the Catholic Social

Teaching, advocacy and community empowerment a@tasbyterian Women’s Centre,

Abokobi, from 8th to 10th October, 2014, organibgdhe Business and Faith Development

Centre of the Catholic Institute of Business andhif®logy, Accra and the Africa Faith and
Justice Network, Washington, USA hereby resolve:

That, enlightened by the principles and social @alaf the Catholic Social Teaching, we wil|

build the capacity of Catholics in our churchesnomunities and in the larger society.

That indeed we are the salt, light and yeast ofatbedd and conscious of these, we will go o
with the mentality of making the world a betterqaay respecting the dignity of the human
person, caring for the poor and needy as well agepting our environment.

That we are to be the voice of the voiceless asal @att as stewards of advocacy for changsg
our communities and parishes.
That, we will preserve and protect the natural emment, speak against exploitation of oul
natural resources and ensure the fair distribudfdhese resources.

That, inspired by the principle of the Common Gowsd,would engage the appropriate state

and non-state actors particularly Multi-Nationalr@arations to ensure that their activities d
not negatively affect the communities in which tloperate.

That, we will campaign for and champion the cowfsgood governance, justice, the comm
good and peaceful democratic transitions.

We will also encourage and ensure grassroots geaticn in advocacy, as well as challengsd

ourselves to form advocacy teams in our variouspes to enlighten the Catholic faithful apd

the larger Ghanaian society.
We propose the revival of Catholic Professionall@usuch as the Lawyers, Health Profes-
sionals, Teachers, Engineers, Media and Artisarth@basis of the Catholic Social Teachir]
We the participants will sustain the spirit and neoitum as the first African Chapter of the
Africa Faith and Justice Network (AFJN) in Ghana.

Qn conclusion, we will anchor and sustain our adeggéa faith and prayer (Hebrews

11:6 & 1 Thess. 5: 17).

b in

olpi

g.




A snapshot of the participants

Clockwise from top right: Mavis Amina Bonsu, Fr.tiegk Amos, Aniedi Okure, OP, Barthelemy Bazemo,
MATfr, leading workshop sessions.



This project was funded by
the Raskob Foundation,

the Institute of Policy Research (Catholic Uni-
versity of America) and Be the Change
Foundation.
We thank them for their support of AFJN’s Just
Governance Project and advocacy efforts

Report by Aniedi Okure OP and Barthelemy Bazemo, MAfr

Africa Faith & Justice Network

www.afjn.org 202-817-3670

AFJN team expresses its gratitude to all those wherctively participated in the
organization of the workshop in the Presbyterian Wanen’s Center.
Their information is made available with their permission:

His Grace Most Reverend Charles Palmer-Buckle, dpelitan Archbishop of Accra,
email: cpalmerbuckle@gmail.com

Fr. Eric Oduro Wiafe , Phone: +233 261763091, eni@kow5@yahoo.com

Fr. Patrick Amos, Phone: +233208163437, email: gratZl@gmail.com

Fr. John Louis Kobena, Phone:+233244162219, eimiibuis@yahoo.com

Dr Lawrence Honny, Phone: +233204255700, ematlyfemony@yahoo.com

Mavis Amina Bonsu, Phone: +233249538999, emaikuselpdaccount@yahoo.com
Julia Tuvi, Phone: +233208241315, email: abenatgwi@ll.com
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