Angelo D’Agostino 1

Thanks and Best 2
Wishes

AIDS Prevention 3
Local Congo Effort

AIDS Prevention in 4
Zambian communities

Congo Global 5
Action Coalition

Announcements 6

Happenings in Brief 7

Jan.-f:cb. 2007

Angc]o D’Agostino, SJ Fathcr, Doctor, Fastor, BencFactor

By Michael Czerny, SJ

“There is such great joy in seeing suffering peageleved.” This is what Fr Angelo
D'Agostino SJ said when he celebrated fifty years desuit in 2005. Surely he died a
happy man.

A missionary in Kenya for many years, the 80-yedrAmerican priest and surgeon
was wholly dedicated to serving others until hisittein Nairobi on November 20,
2006. For the last fourteen years, Fr. D'Agostino,

“D’Ag” to his friends, championed the cause of AIDil TF —

orphans and set up pioneer projects to meet teeids
He would say this was the happiest, most producl-.r i
time of his life.

Fr. D'Agostino is best known for setting up Nyumbaf ===
Children’s Home in 1991, Kenyas first hospice f ;

admitting HIV+ chlldren The directors felt thategh :
couldn't provide the medical infrastructure. Solél Fr. D’Agostino surrounded by
and said he would do it,” recalls Sr. Mary Owe some of those he served so well
IBVM, executive director of Nyumbani. “Fr.inKenya.

D'Agostino's vision to reach out to these childvess

born of the fact that they were considered of gaoificance.”

“For him every child was a gift of God and a chifiGod. He wanted to give a home
and a family to each,” said Fr. Francis Rodrigugs, assistant director of Nyumbani.
“HIV sufferers were his special target of affectiamd attention. To them he was father,
doctor, pastor and benefactor.”

Today, ninety orphans live in Nyumbani Home, beisjifrom state-of-the-art medical
treatment and holistic care in a family environmédwer the years, the project has ex-

(Continued on page 2)

AFJN Annual Conference: It's time to register for our conference, “...and
are the Children?” to be held in Washington fromréhe9-12. Come and let the
new Congress know about your concerns for Africaldldren Register
www.advocacydays.conor call the AFJN office, 202-884-9780. Early réxgis
tion ends February 1.
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Thaﬂks and Pest Wishes to Michael Fogenberger

By Rocco Puopolo concerns. Michael brought thoughtful and focusealya

For the past year and a half, AFIN has been iegith a sis to issues with which AFJIN concerns itself.

whirl of energy and passion for Africa in the persof

Michael Poffenberger. Michael graduated from Notrglichael was and is grounded in the Uganda expegienc
Dame University in 2005 where that he knows from his time there, from the
was the leader of that college’s cha people he works with on this issue here as
ter of AFJN, the first in the countr well as in Uganda and also from his study
and one of the founders of the Ugan and analysis that provided us with very con-
Conflict Action Network. cise and valued tools for advocacy and edu-
cation. Uganda is where his true passion
rests, and so Michael is moving on in mid-
January to be part of a more formal coalition
for Uganda that will gather the many actors
who hope to bring critical mass and atten-
tion to guaranteeing peace in Northern
Uganda and the surrounding region.

Michael came to AFJN in the summx
of 2005 to join Fr. Bill Dyer in Wash
ington as they picked up the reins a
jump-started AFJN into the prese
Michael was readily able to serve t
membership in many capacities.
was instrumental in developing Ol jichael makes a point during the

website, improved AFJN's outreac recent Northern Uganda Lobby Day©On behalf of all the members of AFJN, |
to new members, especially your offer Michael our sincere thanks and best
people, and managed many adminis- wishes in his new ventures. His contribu-
trative tasks in the office. During his time at AW Mi- tion to the continued service of AFJN as well athim ad-
chael liaised with congressional members and State vocacy and education communities has been very much
partment officials and their staffers in advocadye also appreciated and will be missed. Michael, God speed
worked with members of other similar advocacy agenc

throughout Washington to bring AFJN’s voice to ®hr

(Continued from page 1) lose friends, especially when he attacked multimeti
panded to include Lea Toto, a community care progradrug companies that were making exorbitant pradits
that assists around 2,000 HIV+ orphans, and Nyumbdife-saving drugs used by HIV/AIDS patients.”

Village in eastern Kenya, which will foster selffstiency

among orphans and elderly people. Larger than life, Fr. D’Agostino has left behingbiecious

legacy that Nyumbani will surely preserve. But ooly
The renown and support enjoyed by Nyumbani in Kenyhat: his example is an open invitation to the €huto
and beyond is a mark of respect for its foundeissom, reach out to Africa’s ten million AIDS orphans.

rooted in intense compassion and a professionabapp.
“D’Ag” moved ahead with clarity of vision, an inner-
sion led by the Spirit. He talked about it, pondeite and
prayed over it,” said Fr. Rodrigues. And he hadgtfieof
enthusing others to subscribe to his mission. “éléeed us

beyond where we would go and invoked our genergsity ,. : -
said Sr. Owens. “The needs of the children werefdris Michae Czerny, a Canadian Jesuit, is presently the coor -

cus.” dinator of the African Jesuit AIDS Network in Nairobi,
' Kenya.

Fr. D’Agostino was capable of fierce righteous ange

rected at those who threatened the rights of hisvbd Congo Bill Fasses Congressl

children and others oppressed by the disease. He

nounced the lack of availability of antiretrovirghRV)

drugs in Africa, a campaign affectionately remerableby

Fr. Rodrigues. “D’Ag” had winning ways of sayingrigs

that helped him make friends and influence peoble.

also had annoying ways of saying things that made

Please visit www.nyumbani.org and
www.nyumbanivillage.org, or contact the African uies
AIDS Network (AJAN) at ajanews@ijesuits.ca and
www.jesuitaids.net.

In the final hours of the 109th Congress, members
responded to a deluge of communication from con-
stituents and passed the Democratic Republic of the
Congo Relief, Security and Democracy Promotion

Act. Thanks to all those who called and wrote!
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A]DS Frevention When Meds are Scarce: Onc | ocal [T Hort

By Jacques Bahati
Since the onset of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, | wondeife

the message of HIV/AIDS awareness and preventiah hdlV/AIDS.

been heard by all. It is not that | am interestedhe his-
tory of HIV/AIDS as a disease, but that | am martei-
ested in what is happening to the people on thel legel.
In the village of Biruma in North-Kivu, a provineg the

there have been people who died after being sq bigk
they do not know for sure whether or not they dieain
We also know that during the war in the
Congo (beginning in 1997), and because of the otrre
presence of rebel groups in different regions ef@wongo,
HIV/AIDS spreads by rape and prostitution. Peoipl
these communities understand now that HIV/AIDSns i

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), an HIV/AIDSheir midst. What to do is the question to be ared.

awareness team passed
through around 1999 an
explained how this pandemig
is a threat to all worldwide.}
Since then, no one has com
back to follow up with more
information or to remind the
people that the danger ha = yead
not vanished.  Their only: k-
reminder was the frequeng
deaths of HIV/AIDS victims ¥
in their community. But they §&
rarely knew that the deathgi =
were a result of AIDS.

Believing that educating pe AIDS awareness workshop
ple is the only effective ar...
affordable medicine available, my father and | haeen

trying to bring awareness of the HIV/AIDS threat t(ﬁ

Nkokwe, an area located in the eastern provincddarth
Kivu in the DRC. To inaugurate this program, mgtesi-
in-law, Yvonne Majori, who is a nurse, trained #@her

One local community at Nkokwe at the end of an HIV/

Fear of rejection and isolation
from their community and
family keeps HIV/AIDS vic-
tims (whether of rape, shared
needles, infected spouse, etc.)
from coming out and telling
their stories.

Throughout my studies of the-
ology and ethics, | believed
that getting involved in the
fight against HIV/AIDS was
one of the ways | could em-
body the theology | studied and
put a face to the cries of the
victims of HIV/AIDS. As a re-
sult, | continue working for HIV/
AIDS awareness. | have been
etworking with St. Anne Catholic parish in Bariiog,
linois to find ways they can help the effort tetend the
awareness that has begun in this small corner ef th
Congo. This program is progressing positively.

women and spent a week in Nkokwe teaching the badic At least three times a year, the team will go baxckhe

HIV/AIDS prevention. The teaching team made itaclwo
the people that HIV/AIDS is a threat to individualsd to
the community.

My father, Maheshe Edouard, the principal of theoWé&

Catholic Primary School and the outstation at Kéuoya
soro, organized the people. By virtue of his re@eprinci-

pal, he is automatically considered among the lesadé
the Catholic Communities of the area. This madsagy
for him to organize the event in the small base roami-

ties and in his school. He also obtained the ésteof the
military personnel that were stationed in the area.

same villages and tell the same story to suppattcahe-
brate the people’s willingness and commitment tofae
get what HIV/AIDS is about and what we need to dowt
it. The message we bring to the people is thevidhg:
“If we cannot afford medicine for malaria, we cahiad-
ford HIV/AIDS medicine. Even for those who affatfte
malaria medicine, there is no guarantee that thidybe
able to afford both the malaria and HIV/AIDS medgiif
ever the latter will be available. The only aleime is
prevention.” Finally, we are not concerned abiuaw to
get the people together to talk about the HIV/Ali3Sue.
The structures are already in place for the wortke@one.
Church communities and schools are places inwtdc

The closing of the program was held during the &yndget the word to people. The village civil authiestare a

worship service that my father presided over. hiser-
mon, he reminded people that HIV/AIDS is ready ipev
away villages if nothing is done. For the firshe, the
people realized how real, dangerous and partiguldd

wonderful resource for such important issues. Wiy o
need to get involved in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Jacques Bahati is a graduate of Catholic Theological Un-

threatening the HIV/AIDS pandemic is. They knovatth 'OnWithan MAinethics. Heisanintern at ARJN.
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/ ambian (_ommunities ]c!enthcg Factors in A|DS FPandemic

By Brother Pius Chibwe Musilizo, OMI Poverty: Over 80% of people in Lukulu live on under $1
There is no doubt that AIDS remains one of the é&sfjg per day. Living in poverty takes a toll on everypespe-
challenges facing emerging democracies in Afriatayo cially women caring for children and households.riéa
Lukulu, located in the Western part of Zambia, ésex- tend to have extramarital relationship with “riahnen as a
ception. The population in this area is growing tasd so means of providing for their families and themsslvBe-

is the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Regardless of whethenot cause of this, a number of women end up contra¢tinvg
one is infected, all are affected. Several factage con- AIDS, further compounding the problem.

tributed to the increase of this epidemic:

These factors and other components have perpettised
Recreation Deprivation: Lukulu is one of the largest dis-HIV/AIDS pandemic in Lukulu, Zambia. The Catholic
tricts in Zambia, yet it is also one of the leasteloped in Church in Lukulu and other organizations are ddimgjr
terms of recreation for children, youth and adufltse lack best to address these problems. A recent Home-l6esed
of proper recreation outlets means that many yeutb Meeting with the Indunas of Lukulu (representatioéthe
spend only a few hours in class (or do not atteimdal at Litunga king of the Lozi people) proved to be anfigant
all) occupy themselves with illicit activities suels alco- step toward this end. The main purpose of this imget
hol consumption and prostitution. These activiteeed to was to discuss matters pertaining to HIV/AIDS irkulu
unprotected sex, where many young people contrbét Hcommunities. The Indunas suggested a couple obract
AIDS. contributing to the AIDS epidemic including a lack
commitment to work, alcohol abuse and irresponsbbe
Poor Family Sructure: Many families in Lukulu are dys- ual behavior in and outside of marriage. Duringdbarse
functional. Lack of parent-child communication ésin of the home-based care meeting, it was suggestedhé
children who are ill prepared to live well in sdgiegirls Indunas meet and discuss these issues among thessel
start relationships with older men (a.k.a. “Sugad@ies”) and within their communities.
thinking they will find happiness with them, butdenp
living with physical and sexual abuse. Boys finflge in  In addition to Home-based Care Meetings, Zambia Na
alcohol and unprotected sex (which perpetuatedHivg tional Broadcasting Corporation is spreading thesage,
AIDS pandemic). “HIV/AIDS is not a death sentence,” to the natiostjbe-
fore the main news program. In
Witness reality, people living with HIV/
AIDS sitill think it's a death sen-
The cathedral steeple tence. The stigma that accompanies
Towers above the small
Scarred village

“‘coming out” (re: AIDS) is sub-
stantial. Because of this, many peo-
ple wait until they are very sick to
deal with the disease. This is unfor-
tunate, because there are drugs
available to curb the effects of liv-
ing with AIDS.

Majestic, graceful,
Reflecting spirit,
Courage of a people ‘
Bearing wounds of war, bombs, |

death;
Holed roof, damaged walls,

- - - Efforts to educate, alleviate and
Ruins still falling ) ) )
_ This cathedral is at the center of a once prevent AIDS-related issues are
Witness to horrors lovely town of Manono, DRC. Although underway. This year's World AIDS
Once were, damaged by the war, the cathedral is used Day theme is “Accountability.”
Still are... daily for Mass and morning prayers by th¢  The slogan is “Stop AIDS. Keep
But standing tall, Cq:?ollcfct:omsmuglty. This r_ef_Ite%nc'zAn was the Promise”; a poignant reminder
Embracing, litting all in prayer written after Sr. Roxanne visited Manono.| {5 stick to our word with HIV/
Daring to hope. AIDS related issues.
Sr. Roxanne Schares, SSND is presently ministering with the Jesuit Refugee Service as AFJN intern Jennifer Way contrib-
Education Resource Person for Africa, based in Nairobi, Kenya. uted to the editing of this article.
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Congo Global Action: You Can Be a Far’c of ]t

By Rocco Puopolo meeting, ratified our membership in this Coalition.

In late November, representatives of over 70 adwpcaCongo Global Action brings together all these geoup
organizations gathered for a three-day weekend wesk order to engage people at the grassroots bottei€timgo,
sion to think through a coalition that would heleate as well as here in the US. We intend to develadpiaes
more effective political will and action around tfragile that go beyond direct advocacy; from education tsSigh
situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo. @on vigils to direct aid fundraisers.

Global Action was born. It is an alliance of glotau-

manitarian, human rights, and faith-based orgaiozat There are three major conferences being plannddatiea
students, members of the Congolese Diaspora aret oihtended to stir these grassroots entities. Tise Will be

grassroots movements.

They came together to advocate with one voice fmng®
and to urge increased local and international mesgdo
the situation of post-war and post-election DRGveifty-
five of the 70 organizations have officially becomem-
bers of this coalition. The AFJN Board, at its Daber

in Europe in the spring of 2007. The second wdlib
Africa during the summer of 2007 and the third Jei in
Washington, DC in the fall of 2007. If you wish know
more about this Congo Global Action Coalition oe #@m-
terested in formally being part of it, contact Rocco
(director@afjn.org). The coalition’s Unity Statent fol-
lows.

Congo Global Action Unitg Statement

A historic opportunity is at hand for the Demoaraie-
public of Congo (formerly Zaire).

looting. Networks of armed groups, elites, corpiors,
governments and Congolese civil and military o#isi
control and pilfer diamonds, gold, cobalt, tin, pep and

The Congolese people have demonstrated their ovether natural resources. We benefit daily fromuke of

whelming commitment to the peaceful rebuilding lodit
country by participating in their first democrattection
in more than 40 years.

Nonetheless, the DR Congo continues to suffer fndrat

the DR Congo’s looted riches suchcattan, a vital com-
ponent of our computers, cell phones, and home rgami
systems.

The collective response to this crisis remains graly

the United Nations calls "the world’'s deadliest emeinsufficient.

gency" and faces massive obstacles to its recatisinu

More than 4 million Congolese have died since 189&
result of the war. Although "Africa’s first World &/ offi-
cially ended in 2003, more than 1,000 people comrtito
die each day; almost half of these are childrereunie
age of five. Most of these deaths are due to déseasl
malnutrition and are easily preventable.

Rebel groups, militias, and oftentimes the underzaid

The DR Congo government must establish and maintain
peace throughout all its provinces. It also mustaie ba-

sic services, help millions of people return safetyme
and resume their livelihoods, set up efficient andted
security and judiciary institutions, and organiz®momic
usage of natural resources for the benefit of thiegGlese.
The people of the DR Congo must be empowered o hol
their government accountable. The internationahroo-

nity must provide adequate and sustained suppothése

poorly-trained Congolese armed forces continue ilip k efforts in order to save lives, keep people safe, end

torture, rape, enslave, loot, and harass popukati®axual

economic exploitation.

violence in the DR Congo remains a daily threat for

women and girls living in war-affected areas. Naivide,
the justice and security instruments remain larghlg-
functional and corrupt.

Vast quantities of mineral wealth are smuggled ard
ported from the DR Congo every year without bergfit
the Congolese people. The UN has accused all saiton
volved in the conflict of using the war as a cofa@r this

As humanitarian, human rights, and faith-based rirga
tions, students, Congolese, and grassroots movsnvea
come together to advocate for the DR Congo and imrge
creased local and international response, beginwiitiy
our own communities and institutions.

JOIN US.

A]Crica FFaith and Just ice Network :: www‘aﬁn‘org
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AFJ N Announcements

A New Synod of African Bishops Announced

Work has already begun on the upcoming Synod at#frBishops This second special assembly for Africa was given
the theme, “The Church in Africa in service to necifiation, justice and peacé.You are the salt of the earth... You are

the light of the world" (Mt 5: 13-14). Word has it, that the synod wi# belebrated in 2009. The “lineamenta” was pre-
pared in 2006 and can be accessed via the Vatioaisite.

Around Africa welcomes discussion, comments, hopes, and sugges$tmn our readers for this synod. AFJN, together
with the Catholic Task Force on Africa here in Wagton, is working on ways that we in the US cagpare ourselves
for this Ecclesial Event for Africa. It may bevery practical way to continue the attention forigd that our US Bish-
ops challenged us to have when they offered uketter “A Call to Solidarity with Africa” in Novemér of 2001. More
information on these initiatives will follow in fute issues ofiround Africa.

African Summit in Chicago a Success

For the fourth year, the Chicago Archdiocesan @fti€ Justice and Peace/CRS hosted an African SurBmiDorothy’s
Parish welcomed the more than 100 attendees.titrezhMr. Nick Clooney, a long time news reporter,attentive stu-
dent of world events, the father of George, thehHmoof Rosemary and a committed advocate for tioe.jHe spoke to
the participants about the recent trip that he@adrge made to Darfur; why he went, what he savet\Wwh learned and
what that experience had challenged him to do.

The summit also marked the beginning of the disoemt dialogue to confirm the proposed twinning tiefeship be-

tween the Archdiocese of Chicago and the Diocesdarigu, Zambia. As one participant said, “The dicbese of

Chicago, in establishing a relationship with a Zamlxdliocese, aims not to control, but to console tansupport them.
In the Zambian bishops’ and lay ministers’ socglching document, “The Future is Ours,” we learrchmabout their
hopes and their challenges. Through the processltaboration and relief services, we get to knehat is going on

and we advocate for possible durable solutionsthe® recognized the gifts of faith and celebrattat the diocese of
Mongu teaches our US Churches, showing us the pofyeruthfulness in commitment and service.

Events such as this Africa Summit are one day gadpe of people concerned about Africa, whethey e from the
continent and in Chicago as immigrants or studenissioners who have served there, or simply persdr are inter-
ested in learning more about Africa. They are d#yselebration, prayer, education and advocaé&FJN was present
in a formal way at this Summit and hopes to bring &vent to a city near you.

House Speaker-Elect Nancy Pelosi Visits Trinity Uniersity

On January '3, the day before her first day as Speaker of t& House of Representatives,
Speaker-elect Nancy Pelosi gathered with familignfits and colleagues at Trinity Univer-
sity, Pelosi’'s alma mater, to participate in a MasRemembrance for children victimized by
Hurricane Katrina and the continuing violence inrfda Congresswoman Pelosi focused
considerable energy during her last tenure in eftio these two crises, and wished to mark
her assumption of House leadership with a somloegretion of the grave issues our coun-
try’s leaders must face and overcome. AFJN wishaghank Congresswoman Pelosi for her
continuing efforts to draw attention to the pligated by our world’s most vulnerable, par-
ticularly children.

AFJN assisted Trinity Campus Ministry in varioup@sts of preparation for this celebration.
“Trinity’s values of equality, justice and honommind us that during moments of celebra-
tion, we must not forget those who are sufferingl.aday, we join together to pray that our acts pdle the way for a
more just future for all children. As a proud membf the Class of 1962, | am grateful that thie funiversity instilled

in me a strong sense of social justice,” she said.

AFJN Permanent Address

For the past year and a half, AFJIN'’s offices hasenbhoused at Trinity University due to the renioves at St. Paul's
College on ¥ Street NE. AFJN has decided to remain at Tribitjversity and make the fourth floor of TrinityMain
Building its home. Therefore, our permanent adslies AFJN 125 Michigan Ave NE, Washington DC 2paD04.
Please no longer use 3038 Gtreet NE. The forwarding services will sooniexp
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AN Happcnings in Prief...

Sign-on Letters: Rallies/Demonstrations
» To the House and Senate Appropriations Committgessf Save Darfur rally at Sudan Embassy
funding for global AIDS, TB and malaria programs

Working Group Meetings:

AFJN Events: « DR Congo Coalition

« Nov. 15th Northern Uganda summit at University otB - Northern Uganda working group
ish Columbia » Advocacy Network for Africa

» Dec. 6th AFJN Board Meeting « Water working group

» Dec. 9th Chicago Africa Summit  Catholic Task Force on Africa

« Jan. 3rd Trinity University mass with Nancy Pelosi  « Ecumenical Advocacy Days leadership

Advocacy Meetings:

 Hosting Bishop Paride Taban to meetings with Budh A
ministration, Members of Congress, and D.C.-basked a
vocacy organizations about South Sudan

AFJN Welcomes New ]ntems

We welcome three new interns to AFJN beginning idacques Bahatihas a Masters in Ethics from Catholic

January. Theological Union and is interested in conflictalesion
and HIV/AIDS education.

Jennifer Way is from the University of New Hampshire

and has an interest in advocacy on children’s &sudll three of these interns will provide work crukta the

Donna Harati is a student in the School of Foreign Sersuccess of AFIN! If you know of someone or are geliir

vice at Georgetown University and has a background interested in internships at AFJN, do check outweb-

communication and mediation. site!

TheAfrica Faith and Justice Net-
work, inspired by the Gospel and MEMBERSHIP FORM
informed by Catholic Social Teach-
ing, educates and advocates for jugNeme ___________________________________
relations with Africa.

Address _
Staff:
Rocco Puopolo, s.x. City State Zip
phiReed || - " 7 - T//////—- /T TT0077
Interns: Contributing Member $50 _ _ _ _  Organizational member $1,000 _ _ _ _
Jennifer Way o _
Donna Harati Return to AFJN, 125 Michigan Ave NE, Washington, DC 20017
Jacques Bahati Ph. (202) 884-9780  Fax: 202-884-9774  email: afjn@afjn.org

© Africa Faith and Justice Network, http://www.afjn.org

Inc. ISSN 1093-4820. Materials in
Around Africa are copyrighted and
may be used provided AFJN is given| |Advocacy for justice and peace in Africa doesn'’t just happaRJN needs your
credit. help and participation! Thank you for your financial soport.
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REGISTER NOW!!

A/:J/\/ZOO/Annua/Meet/hg'

“.and /‘]'OW are the C/ﬁ/a’ren 27

Marc/7 9-712
Wasﬁlhgton, DC

In conjunction with the annu@lcumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace With Juisk,
AFJN will follow up on its 2006 conference heldtla¢ University of Notre Dame
with an opportunity for AFJN members to add to itik@iowledge of issues that affect children
across the continent, and then to lobby their eteotpresentatives.

The Ecumenical Advocacy Days event is a jointatite of numerous faith-based organizations.
AFJN members will both participate in the Africaa€k of the Ecumenical Advocacy Days
and enjoy separate sessions exclusively organaefFJN.

Register today at: www.advocacydays.org (early ggstration until February 1)
Click “Africa” on the “Track Selection” menu
Or call the AFJN office at 202-884-9780



